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THE VICAR WRITES:-

Most of us, during our school years, have had to learn
some poetry, most of which we proceeded to forget as soon as
we left school. I am no exception to that rule and most of
what I then learnt has gone for ever. Some few pieces how-
ever, remain in my memory and I'm glad of it and only wish
that I had learnt more and could remember more. Of the
pieces that do remain, one has become a particular favourite
and I often read it again just for enjoyment, It is called
"The Deserted Village" and was written by the author and
poet Oliver Goldsmith just over two hundred years ago.

As the name implies this poem was written about a
village from which all the people had gone; driven out, no
doubt, by sheer economic necessity. It described the gardens
overgrown and the houses falling into ruins and gives a word

picture of some of the people who lived in the village, such
as the Schoolmaster and Parson.

I quote that because Goldsmith's poem was written to
draw attention to something which was happening in the
English countryside which has now become a world-wide

phenomenon, that is the movement of people from the country-
side to the towns.

It is estimated that today 50% of the world's population
are town and city dwellers and if we project the graph of
urban growth forward another 20 years, 80% of the world pop~
ulation will then be living in cities. All over the world
people are leaving the countryside and moving into the cities
in search of work and so the cities grow larger and the
countryside more and more sparsely populated,

One of the strange effects of this growth of our cities,
especially in the Western world, is that people no longer
relate to one another. When people lived in villages, or at
least in small communities they could know almost everyone
in that community and were conscious that they belonged to
one another in a special way. For the vast majority of
people that no longer applies. They sleep in one place, work
in another and find their enjoyment in yet another and so
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they are without any community to whic? they ca;ezzizte and
i t for many
hich they belong. This has mean .
zgcgeasihg lzneliness, especially aittiey i:oztziiiioinghzn
i o
extreme examples of this broug o : R
2§§epeople are left to die alone and no one is aware of it

: Tn this situation what has the Church to say, ifhanzg
thing? It should have a great deal toliay't£2§rt22p§r21e
P i i le live
i family in a society where peop : ' :
iinS in iZolation from the community in ;htch tg;yti:vgérzge
is a community to which all can rela e.
gﬁﬁiiﬁ it was said, '"Behold how these Chrls?lags love one
another" and that is an attitude we are beflnnlng erze;or
: it is con
i er for our own day. More and more i } ; r
2t§:§: which must be the hallmark of the Chréftlgn Czﬁgugzty,
i i Lord's Comm
nly then will we be obedlent.to our
igieoong another. There is certainly a great need for such
a community in this present age.

Your friend and Vicar,
T. A. WHYTE

* * * x X

LIVERPOOL KESWICK CONVENTION

This annual event takes place from‘Monday, 10th.to
Friday, 14th September at Liverpool Parish Churc?,tﬁzzz oy
Head. The services begin at 7.30 pem. on.each o :
and the speakers include the Revd. Alistair Begg from
Hamilton, Dr. Stephen Short from Weston—Super-Marg3 iy
Mr. Arnold Lea an overseas missionary, The Revd, Mic 3 e
Baughen of All Souls Church, Langham Place, London and
Revd., Dr. Barrie White of Regents Park College, Oxford.

Full details may be had from the Vicar.

* *® * * *
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CHRISTIAN AID

This year Christian Aid week raised £413.80. £343.50
came from door to door collection, a slight decrease from
last year. The remainder came from the Boys! Brigade, £8.
The Church appcal box £12.30 and £50 from the very successful
Bread and Cheese lunch organised by Hazel and George Roberts.

I wish to extend my thanks to all who collected for
C.A.W, once again. To Hazel and George, and all those who
undertook to open the envelopes., ]

To Fred Murphy and Graham Rutherford who once again
counted the money in record time. i :

Also to those of you who collected used stamps for C.A.
please keep up the good work. ILast year we collected 25,000
stamps, this year the total is down because of a T.V. appeal

at Christmastime, but I estimate about 7,000 is the total for
this year to date,

I have been asked by Janet Davies to extend my
collecting area for next year.: To do this I must have some

help during next spring. If you can help I shall be pleased
to hear from you,

JOHN HEYES
£ * * * ¥
F'OR YOUR INTEREST
Collections Communicants F.W.0,.
20th May: £59.42 59 £9.60
27th May: 75492+ 83 25450
3rd June: 68.64 97 45,20

GARDEN PARTY

May I thank everyone who hel
& Success, We owe our grateful t
Roberts for the prodigious amount

she put in, to make everything mov
Hazel,

ped to make the Garden Fete
hanks especially to Hazel
of work and organisation
¢ so smoothly. Many thanks












